Brief History of Blacks At Princeton University

The first ethnic minority to matriculate at Princeton was Jacob Wooley, a Delaware Indian, member of the Class of 1762. He was followed by two more tribal Delaware men in the Classes of 1776 and 1789. The Continental Congress paid the tuition of one of these students, George Morgan White Eyes, in what may be the first instance of U.S. federal aid to education. Three Cherokee men graduated in the 19th century, and a Choctaw was a member of the Class of 1863. A Seneca and a Sioux graduated in the Classes of 1901 and 1923. 

From November 1774 until at least April 1776, two Africans, John Quamine and Bristol Yamma, were tutored in Princeton by Princeton's President Witherspoon to prepare for matriculation in the college. Though the records are fragmentary, John Chavis, a free black who became a noted Latinist and tutor to prominent North Carolinians, is probably the first African American to matriculate at Princeton, in the Class of 1795. In 1945, when Princeton incorporated a Navy ROTC program into its curriculum and accepted the Navy's officer candidates as matriculated students, African Americans re-entered the Princeton undergraduate body. The first African American to receive a Princeton degree was John Howard, of the Class of 1947, who went on to receive an M.D. from Columbia University. In the 1960s, the University launched concerted efforts to attract African Americans.

Source: Thriving at Princeton, http://www.princeton.edu/pr/pub/thriving
Notable Black Princetonians

The following people have either been educated at have taught at Princeton University. They have made great contributions to the Princeton University community and to their fields. 
Dr. Michael Eric Dyson

In his research, which focuses on race, religion, popular culture and contemporary crises facing the African-American community, he sometimes employs a new genre of scholarship, which he terms ‘bio-criticism,' the fusion of social and cultural criticism and biographical analysis. He earned a Ph.D. in religion at Princeton University and is also an ordained Baptist minister. 

A widely published author and frequent media commentator, he has written six highly acclaimed books including the recent bestseller Holler If You Hear Me: Searching for Tupac Shakur, as well as examinations of Martin Luther King, Jr. and Malcolm X. He writes a monthly column for Savoy magazine, and is a contributing editor at Christian Century and is a contributor for Vibe magazine. He has received awards from the National Association of Black Journalists and the NAACP. Dr. Dyson received his Ph.D. from Princeton University.

Source:www.upenn.edu

Robert Johnson

Robert L. Johnson is the founder, chairman and chief executive officer of Black Entertainment Television (BET), a subsidiary of Viacom and the leading African American-owned and operated media and entertainment company in the United States. With the mission of establishing BET as the most-valued consumer brand within the Black marketplace, BET has enjoyed extraordinary financial and strategic success since its inception in 1980.    

From 1976 to 1979, Johnson served as vice president of Government Relations for the National Cable & Telecommunications Association (NCTA), a trade association representing more than 1,500 cable television companies.  Prior to joining the NCTA, Johnson was press secretary for the Honorable Walter E. Fauntroy, Congressional Delegate from the District of Columbia.  Johnson previously held positions at the Washington Urban League and the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. 

Johnson serves on the following boards: US Airways; Hilton Hotels Corporation; General Mills; United Negro College Fund; National Cable Television Association; and the American Film Institute.  Johnson is also a member of the Board of Governors for the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland; and the Brookings Institute.

Major awards received by Johnson include: 1997 Broadcasting & Cable Magazine's Hall of Fame Award; CTAM's Grand Tam Award; Cablevision Magazine's 20/20 Vision Award which lists him as one of the twenty most influential people in the cable industry; an NAACP Image Award; National Women's Political Caucus' Good Guys Award; a Distinguished Alumni Award from Princeton University; and the President's Award from the National Cable & Telecommunications Association.

Johnson is a graduate of the University of Illinois and holds a master's in International Affairs from the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs at Princeton University.  Johnson resides in Washington, D.C., with his wife, Sheila, and their two children.

Source: www.bet.com
Randall Kennedy

Randall Kennedy is a professor at Harvard Law School where he teaches courses on contracts, freedom of expression, and the regulation of race relations. Mr. Kennedy was born in Columbia, South Carolina. For his education he attended St. Albans School, Princeton University, Oxford University, and Yale Law School. He served as a law clerk for Judge J. Skelly Wright of the United States Court of Appeals and for Justice Thurgood Marshall of the United States Supreme Court. He is a member of the bar of the District of Columbia and the Supreme Court of the United States. Awarded the 1998 Robert F. Kennedy Book Award for Race, Crime, and the Law, Mr. Kennedy writes for a wide range of scholarly and general interest publications, and sits on the editorial boards of The Nation, Dissent, and The American Prospect. A member of the American Law Institute, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and the American Philosophical Association, Mr. Kennedy was awarded an honorary degree by Haverford College and is a former trustee of Princeton University.

Toni Morrison

Born Chloe Anthony Wofford, in 1931 in Lorain (Ohio), the second of four children in a black working-class family. Displayed an early interest in literature. Studied humanities at Howard and Cornell Universities, followed by an academic career at Texas Southern University, Howard University, Yale, and since 1989, a chair at Princeton University. She has also worked as an editor for Random House, a critic, and given numerous public lectures, specializing in African-American literature. She made her debut as a novelist in 1970, soon gaining the attention of both critics and a wider audience for her epic power, unerring ear for dialogue, and her poetically-charged and richly-expressive depictions of Black America. A member since 1981 of the American Academy of Arts and Letters, she has been awarded a number of literary distinctions, among them the Pulitzer Prize in 1988 and the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1993.

Source: http://www.nobel.se/
Nell Painter

Nell Irvin Painter is a leading historian of the United States. She is currently the Edwards Professor of American History at Princeton University. She was Director of Princeton's Program in African-American Studies from 1997 to 2000. In addition to her doctorate in history from Harvard University, she has received honorary doctorates from Wesleyan, Dartmouth, SUNY-New Paltz, and Yale.

As a scholar, Professor Painter has published numerous books, articles, reviews, and other essays. Her most recent book is Southern History Across the Color Line. Six earlier books are also still in print. She has served on numerous editorial boards and as an officer of many different professional organizations, including the American Historical Association, the Organization of American Historians, the American Antiquarian Society, the Association for the Study of Afro-American Life and History, and the Association of Black Women Historians. She is currently a Councillor of the prestigious Society of American Historians. 

Source: www.nellpainter.com
Howard Taylor

Professor Taylor has taught at Princeton since 1973. His teaching and research interests include social psychology, small groups, Afro-American studies, sociology of education, and research methods. Professor Taylor is the recipient of numerous awards, including the 1998 Du Bois-Johnson-Fraizer Award from the American Sociology Association and the 2000 President's Award for Distinguished Teaching at Princeton. He has recently conducted research on African-American leadership and elites, to be summarized in the forthcoming book The Black Elite Network in America. He is also at work on a book entitled, Race, Class, and The Bell Curve in America.

Source: http://www.princeton.edu/~aasprog

 Dr. Cornel West

Dr. Cornel West is currently the Class of 1943 University Professor of Religion at Princeton University. One of America's most gifted and provocative public intellectuals, Dr. West has won numerous awards, including the American Book Award, and has received more than 20 honorary degrees. He received his BA from Harvard University and his MA and PhD from Princeton University. 

Dr. West's writing, speaking, and teaching weaves together the American traditions of the Baptist Church, transcendentalism, socialism, and pragmatism. His best-selling book, "Race Matters," changed the course of America's dialogue on race, justice, and democracy.

Source: http://www.apbspeakers.com/

