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In a December 2011 op-ed, former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney 
warned ominously of the dangers that the nation faces from 
the encroachment of the “Entitlement Society,” predicting that in a few 
years, “we will have created a society that contains a sizable contingent of 
long-term jobless, dependent on government benefits for survival.” 
“Government dependency,” he wrote, “can only foster passivity and sloth.” 
 
Similarly, former senator Rick Santorum said that recent expansions in the 
“reach of government” and the spending behind them are “systematically 
destroying the work ethic.” 































Rising vacancies (blue, inverted on right scale) didn’t immediately translate into  
Lower unemployment 
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